
 

Lisa Minutola, Esq. 

Lisa Minutola is the Chief of Legal Services for the Delaware Office 
of the Public Defender. She assumed this role in June 2009 after 13 

years of service with the office.  Her most recent role is as Family 

Court Supervising Attorney (June 2005-June 2009). She currently 
serves on the Juvenile Justice Collaborative, School Discipline Task 

Force, Sex Offender Management Board, Delaware Girls Initiative, 

Juvenile Justice Advisory Group, Northeast Regional Juvenile De-
fender Center Advisory Board and the Supreme Court Mental Health 

Task Force. She is a former member of the Rodney Inn of Court and 

is presently a member of the Melson-Arsht Inn of Court.  She re-
ceived her B.A. from the University of Delaware and her J.D. from 

George Mason University School of Law.  

 

Terry Schooley 

Terry Schooley is the director for KIDS COUNT in Delaware and a 

member of the Delaware House of Representatives for the 23rd Dis-

trict in Newark. Her career has included 25 years of management, 
leadership, and advocacy for children, families and women's organi-

zations. Representative Schooley started her career as a teacher and 

continued in education with her election to the Board of Education of 
the Christina School District and presidency of the Delaware School 

Board Association. Representative Schooley was awarded the Profes-

sional Merit Award from the University of Delaware where she di-
rects the state KIDS COUNT Project. She sits on the board of the 

Family Law Commission, and various Task Forces throughout the 

state. She graduated from Gettysburg College with a degree in music 
education. 

The Honorable Steven Teske 

The Hon. Steven Teske is a juvenile judge in Clayton County, GA 
and has served on the bench since 1999. Judge Teske has developed a 

community centered approach to juvenile discipline reform, which 

has become a nationally recognized model for best practice. He has 

written articles on the issue of school discipline including, “Reducing 

Detention: It Takes a Community,” published in Juvenile Justice and 

Family Today. He is immediate past-president of the Georgia Council 
of Juvenile Court Judges. The Governor has appointed him to chair 

the Governor’s Office for Children and Families (SAG), and has also 
been appointed to serve on the Department of Juvenile Justice and the 

Federal Advisory Committee for Juvenile Justice. He received his 

A.A. from Clayton State University, B.A. of Interdisciplinary Studies 
from Georgia State University, M.A. from Georgia State University, 

and his J.D. from Georgia State University College of Law.  
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The ACLU of Delaware and  

Widener University School of Law present 

Further information please contact 

302-654-5326 x104 

spatterson@aclu-de.org 

www.aclu-de.org/events 

Friday,  March 5 th 2010  

8am-3:30pm 
 

 

Widener  Universi ty  School  of  Law  

Law School  Bui lding 

Ruby Vale  Moot Courtroom 

4601 Concord Pike  

Wilmington,  DE 19803 
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  YES, I would like to attend 
Name __________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________ 

State ___________________________________________ 

Phone Number ___________________________________ 
Email Address ___________________________________ 

Special Dietary Restrictions ________________________ 

Please check one box: 

  Student   $5 

    General  $20 

    Attorney with CLE Credits $125  
 DE/PA Supreme Court ID # _____________ 

              Amount Enclosed $ ______________ 
 

Please make checks payable to ACLF Delaware and mail to: 

ACLU Delaware  

100 West 10th Street, Suite 603 Wilmington, DE 19801 


 

*Special thank you to Annie E. Casey Foundation for  funding Judge Teske’s appearance 

A One Day Conference  

School Discipline:  
Exploring the Options 

5 DE/PA CLE Credi ts  [pending]  

Special Guest Speaker 

The Honorable Steven Teske 

Judge, Clayton County, GA, Juvenile Court * 



 

Dariel Janerette, Esq. 

Dariel Janerette is a doctoral candidate in the School of Urban Affairs 

and Public Policy at the University of Delaware.  Ms. Janerette has 

written education policy briefs on a variety of issues including: “Zero 

Tolerance Policies and School Discipline”, and “No Child Left Behind: 

A Realistic Expectation?” Prior to entering the doctoral program, Ms. 

Janerette practiced law in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.  She interned 
with the United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary during the 

confirmation hearings for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. She received 

her J.D. and her Master of Laws in Corporate and Finance from 
Widener University School of Law.  
 

Nicole Kief 

Nicole Kief is the state strategist for the ACLU’s Racial Justice  
Program, where she works with ACLU affiliates and other national and 

state partners to end the school-to-prison pipeline, promote voting 

rights for people with criminal records, combat racial profiling, and 
preserve affirmative action.  She recently contributed to The  

Persistence of Racial and Ethnic Profiling in the United States, a report 

to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial  
Discrimination. Ms. Kief came to the ACLU from the Open Society 

Institute.  She received her M.A. in American Studies from NYU and 

her B.A. in the same discipline from Brown University. 
 

Aaron Kupchik  

Aaron Kupchik is an Associate Professor in the Department of  

Sociology and Criminal Justice at the University of Delaware.  His 
research focuses on juvenile justice, including school discipline,  

juvenile courts, and juvenile correctional facilities.  He has published 

articles on juvenile justice in a number of academic journals, and is the 
author or editor of four books, including Judging Juveniles:  

Prosecuting Adolescents in Adult and Juvenile Courts, which won the 

2007 American Society of Criminology Hindelang Award for the Most 
Outstanding Contribution to Research in Criminology.  He is also a past 

recipient of the American Society of Criminology Ruth Shonle Cavan 

Young Scholar Award.  His most recent book, Homeroom Security: 
School Discipline in an Age of Fear will be released in spring 2010 

from NYU Press. He received his B.A. from Boston University, and his 

M.A. and Ph.D. from NYU. 
 

David Lapp, Esq. 

David Lapp is a staff attorney at the Education Law Center, a non-

profit education and advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that 
all Pennsylvania students have access to a high quality public  

education.  His work focuses on representing students in school  

discipline disputes and advocating for the elimination of zero tolerance 
policies and other punitive discipline measures in schools and the  

implementation of restorative justice and positive behavior supports 

initiatives.  Prior to receiving a J.D. from Temple Law, he taught high 
school social studies in Philadelphia for nine years.  

 

Patricia Dailey Lewis, Esq. 

Patricia Dailey Lewis is Deputy Attorney General and Director of the 
Family Division of the  Delaware Department of Justice. Ms. Dailey 

Lewis has worked with the Department of Justice for over 20 years, 

extensively in the field of family and child advocacy and protection. 
She has served as a statewide leader for the Families at Risk Unit in the 

Delaware Department of Justice. She also currently serves as an  

Adjunct Professor at Widener University School of Law, where she 
teaches family law. She received her B.A. from Cabrini College, and 

her J.D. from Widener University School of Law. She is admitted to 

practice law in Delaware, United States District Court/District of  
Delaware, and United States Court of Appeals/3rd Circuit. 

 

1:00pm-2:15pm The Future of School Discipline  
 

This panel will discuss some of our nation’s most challenging school 

discipline issues and possible alternative  methods to traditional disciplinary 

processes. 

 

 The Hon. Steven Teske, Judge, Clayton County Juvenile Court  

 Lisa Minutola, Chief of Legal Services, Delaware Office of 
 Public Defender 

 Saba Bireda, Education Policy Analyst at the Center for  

 American Progress 
 Moderator: Drewry Nash Fennell, Esq., Executive Director, 

 ACLU of Delaware 
 

2:15pm-3:30pm Community Discussion 
 

Questions from audience addressed to speakers from all sessions. 
 

Speakers 
 

Michael Barbieri 

Michael Barbieri is a member of the Delaware House of Representatives for 

the 18th District in Newark.  In 1993, he founded “Crossroads for Delaware,” 

an adolescent substance-abuse treatment program. Representative Barbieri 
works to improve the educational system unable to address the needs of 

students due to limited resources and external forces that emphasize testing 

over learning. He is a member of the DE House of Representatives School 
Discipline Task Force. He received his B.S. and PhD from the University of 

Delaware and an MSW from Temple University.  
 

Janice Barlow 

Janice Barlow is the policy analyst for KIDS COUNT in Delaware, affiliated 

with the University of Delaware’s Center for Community Research and  

Service (CCRS). The mission of KIDS COUNT is to be the authoritative 
source of key data concerning the status and well-being of children and their 

families. KIDS COUNT will use this data to serve as a catalyst for change 

and a partner to those striving to improve the status of children and their 
families. Ms. Barlow received her B.S. and M.P.A. from the University of 

Delaware. 

 

Saba Bireda, Esq.  

Saba Bireda is an Education Policy Analyst with the Center for American 

Progress. Prior to this position, she was a Philadelphia Bar Foundation  

Fellow with the Education Law Center where she worked on several  
education policy issues including school climate and discipline. Saba began 

her career as a middle school English teacher with Teach for America at 

Sousa Middle School in Washington, D.C. She has also worked with several 
other education advocacy organizations including the B.E.L.L. (Building 

Educated Leaders for Life) afterschool program, the Juvenile Justice Project 

of Louisiana, and the Trauma and Learning Policy Initiative in Boston. Saba 
received her J.D. from Harvard Law School and a B.A. from Stanford  

University. 

 

Eliza M. Hirst, Esq. 

Eliza M. Hirst has been a staff attorney with Community Legal Aid Society, 

Inc. since 2003. She has handled many cases in the Disabilities Law Program 
in various Delaware courts with a focus on children and adults who have 

been abused or neglected or received inadequate state services or  

entitlements. Ms. Hirst has advocated for special education rights,  
compensatory services, diversion programs, and other entitlements for  

children enmeshed in the juvenile justice system. She has a B.A. from  

Oberlin College, a J.D. from University of Texas Law School and is licensed 
in Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New York. 

 

 

School Discipline: Exploring the Options 
Registration 8-8:30am 

 
 

8:30am-9:30am     School Discipline: A National Perspective 
 

Three nationally recognized experts will set the stage for the issue of 

school discipline.  
 

 The Hon. Steven Teske, Judge, Clayton County, GA,  

 Juvenile Court  
 Nicole Kief, State Strategist, Racial Justice Program, ACLU 

 Aaron Kupchik, Associate Professor, Dept. of  Sociology, 

 University of Delaware 
  Moderator: Drewry Nash Fennell, Esq. Executive  

  Director, ACLU of Delaware 
 

 

9:30am-10:15am School Discipline in Delaware 
 

The panel will discuss the current status of discipline in Delaware’s 
schools, including the status of zero tolerance policies, discipline  

statistics from Delaware, and the role of school resource officers.  

 
 Dariel Janerette, J.D.; PhD candidate in University of  

 Delaware’s School of  Urban Affairs and Public Policy 

 Janice Barlow, Policy Analyst, Kids Count 
 Patricia Dailey Lewis, Deputy Attorney General &  

 Director of Family Division  

 Moderator: Terry Schooley,  Delaware State  
 Representative & Director of Kids Count  
 

 

10:15am-10:30am Break 
 
 

10:30am-11:15am It Takes a Community: Alternatives to 

  Zero Tolerance in Schools 

 
The Hon. Steven Teske will discuss improving outcomes for youth by 

dismantling zero tolerance policies using a multi-system integrated  
approach. 

 

11:15am-12:15pm  Impact on Students 
 

As harsh penalties for minor misbehavior become more pervasive, 

schools increasingly ignore or bypass due process protections for suspen-
sions and expulsions. The lack of due process is particularly acute for 

minority students and students with special needs, who are dispropor-

tionately represented despite the heightened protections afforded to them 

under law. 

 

 Eliza M. Hirst, CLASI, Disabilities Law Program, Staff 
 Attorney. 

 Nicole Kief, State Strategist, Racial Justice Program, ACLU 

 David Lapp, Staff Attorney, The Education Law Center, 
 Philadelphia 
 

 

12:15pm-12:45pm LunchðBrown Bag Lunch Provided 
  

 Mike Barbieri, Delaware State Representative; Chair of  
 Delaware House of Representatives School Discipline Task 

 Force 

 


