FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

It is vital in a democratic society that public business be performed in an open and publaenizoepsadnyour «

to observe the performance of public officials and to monitor the decisions that are medeebygug paticials in fc

policy, and further, it is vital that citizens have easy access to public records in ordemizetibelsoviaty feewain i

ends, and to further the accountability of government to the citizens of this State, thisgtheyiter is adopted, and
29 Del. C. § 10001.

Did you know that Delaware has a state law that gives the public the right to observe govensnnent meetings
cordsPhi s | aw is called the Freedom of | nf.oGenegllyi on
Del awareds FOIA permits individual s t ohladtheeowd al
specific rules regarding publicTalite nuzarce that the public body must provide notice to youacat tdabie7 days in
date, time, place, and agenda,Unalaiksdnee circumstances, however, meetings can be closed to the public.

Public bodies need not allow time for pBhliccommient.t hey do, t hey mhadte dd tyrée ¢
Citizens have an enormous first amendment interest in directing speech about public issieshtedsose who g
this reason that such meet iDa.gp. AttyoQiB0@Fcb. ile20@3d, hav

I f you have a about how to

free to contact aslaf acle.org

guestion i n tleavplgage el De

“It is possible to read the history of this country as one long struggle to extend the liberties established in our
Constitution to everyone in America.” ...Molly lvins
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A newsletter for the members of ACLU-Delaware

DELAWARE NEWS

Gay Civil Rights Legislation Passes th@tifmuBghts Amendment Passes Dela

Delaware A constitutional amendment to allow persons ¢

HB5 (formerly HB99), which outlaws discrimig¥iiatesegte once they have completed theil
on sexual orientation in employment, housingNgdblfdlgd-their other obligations to the state, |
commodation and other areas, passed the DlehatienHergigution and fines, passed the Hol
of Representatives on March 26, 2009 with 48&stetatives on a votewb thasy eight no, and
twensgjx yes, fourteen no, and one not voting®MEW@OAERtiNg, far surpassing the 2/3 majority
has asked | egi sl at orpassacenstiutiang anendment. Bhie pill hast
i dentity and expr es saps@gnedtoheSenaie Exeative Commitiee,
eans, but the legislature has so far declined &£88tes Adams.

Similar atfisicrimination legislation has been intrd&ddeBaases the Senate, it will have to be vc
every General Assembly since 1999, and altAgaighitH&e next General Assembly, which con
House has passed the measure several timetHars&edte, before it becomes part of the De
has never acted on it. HB5 has been assigne@nstthiion. Please write or call members of t
Senate Executive Committee. Please call oEXfieltiy&segamittee or your own senator to le
tor Adams, Committee Chair, and to commitl§®OWéagbaey support restoration of voting righ
Blevins, Cook, DeLuca, Simpson and Soren#o@s WhR fraite paid their debt to society. Res

they release HB5 from committee and let it dd@hé i@ \aEe brings former felons back into civic
Senate floor for a vote. where they can engage with the community ant

] _ ] society as fully enfranchised citizens.
Gay Rights Victory in Delaware Senate

Despite the presence of over aghyyzanesters . - .
ng Lobbying,Tsaining Avaljable ¢ 5 .

who formed a human ri

Hall, a constitutional amendment that would Nayedefinad. U of f er s tr ai n
marriage as a union between one man and doesuamMamity groupspaoiitsmaround the state.
was soundly defeated in the Delaware Senatey@uMatfaniation is interested in hosting a lol
2009, on a vote of nine yes, ten no and one grainipigkssion, please contact the ACLU of D
failing by five votes to achieve the 2/3 majority v@Ea@RCordSessions last from one to three
essary for passage of the amendment. hours and are planned with the community org:

Please call or write to Senators Blevins. Bus\‘w-t/g% Req and can be customized to reflect the ir

Cloutier, ConndwridglHenry, Katz, McBride anlzatlon A number of local organize
Peterson, Sokola and Sorenson to thank the YgrjéFS@ Mtpartlcflpated in these trainings. W
ing discrimination from being ensteimearén thi?"Ward to hearing from you.

Constitution.

If you would like to receive updates about Delaware ACLUJ activit
Legislative Hall please send your email addreks dogkarakul@aclu

Welcome to our new format. In order to reduce production costs, ACLU Delaware ha
newsletter and will print in black and white ink. If articles have additional content you \
our website at wwie.adu Thank you.
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We invite you to exercise

First Amendment right IBasedln/ﬂaﬂve

Spring 2009
May We Have Our Civil Liberties Back Please?

Ithough we have seen important changes under the Obama administration, muc

the rule of | aw in the United State
of a pen; it will take hard work and commitment from all of us. The ACL-Ebvablsintive
freedoms guaranteed under our constitution. Let Senator Carper, Senator Kaufman,
ACLU members want to see meaningful change in Washington.

US Justice Department Releases ToGlobaVieawRule rdapealeductive
3 ACLU Calls for Independent Prosefraedom Enhanced Around the Woi

For more than five years, the ACLU has saBgbitihafter taking office, the Obama adn
Office of Legal Counsel memos that providgdkhendasi®rtant step forward to restore ¢
for the Bush admi niregrodutive heaitbcare td womennatoiine
warrantless surveillance and extraordinarylgepditione s ¢ i nd i n gcaltedh e B
policies. On April 16, 2009, the Justice Deghittaleydg rule. The gag rule denied fede
released four memos outlining the legal bagisofasra@dsrfamily planning programs that
boarding and other interrogation techniquefpthat piolagied abortions, even when the ¢
international and domestic law. medical service was not paid for with fede

The ACLU has called on the Justice Departihe® @b gpzontinues to work to repeal oth
point a special prosecutor to investigate th@alggesf that support atisirssceducation,
these methods, many of which the U.S. haallovnéhemitiedare workers to refuse to proy
as war crimes when engaged ihhgy dtis¢iceductive health services, and that limit acce
Department should send a message th&tagesios.is

above the law, including officials who authorized or

engaged in illegal torture. Monitoring of Activists Continues

Under the Bush administration, federal ag
Obama Administration EXtran@sitBusyidespread domestic spying and monitorit
activists, including peace groups. A recer
by the Department- o

sending suggestions, e The Opama administration announced thatytgoeieréafRm: Current Economic and P

guestions or comments
email to:
aclu@aetie.org
or call us:
3026545326 or
1-8008136953
or write:
100 West 10th Street,
Suite 603,
Wilmington, DE 19801

a federal advisory committee comprised mpsglyeof religioys Re s ur genc e

leaders, and that it would increase funding iy Figeies potential dangensifrgmxtigimist
organizations without first changing the Bugfoa@gligigidugh DHS has "no specific inf

tion policies that allowedtyaskgidirsng decisigsnestic #ighty terrorists are currently plan
by organizations receiving federal funds. of violence.”
[ .. ¢

T h_e fed er a_I advisor M thece%rfi%%? 'datystoFtﬁseQ)Bamé Sdmihis
advise the administration on matters conceAtaEggleC alﬂ(é Ion
0.S e

AI' DS policy, womeno Otn ’hhe new preéldegtttor{ega

. y . a .
, tori lifical ‘activists fnlkss théré id r&d

dollars from the federal stimulus package W(l)ﬁ ﬂa\ﬁ%{ . -
clon that they have committed a criminal &

local religious organizations before the adrplliystratlon : :
. o ..1a {Pw prﬁ aratory actions to do so. This ¢
makes promised changes to existing pohmg%n ér% i

discriminatory hiring practices rall political groups. Law enfo
y gp ' should not focus on rhetoric and beliefs, b

confine its investigations to criminal activit
oradicalization. o

—_
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
XXIV Kandler Award Dinner

Annual Membership Meeting

Thursday May 14 , 2009
7:009:00PM
Community Services Building
100 West 10th St., Room 105

October 7, 2009
Hotel DuPont Gold Ballroom

Guest Speaker

honorees
Sharon McGowan Thomas J. Allingham I
Staff Attorney, ACLU Foundation Lesbian, Gay,

Bisexual Transgender Project &

The for thilp ye

Picking Up Steam: Relationship Lawrence A. Hamermesh

Recognition for Same-Sex Couples
Look for your invitation in the mail the first week

Please Join Us
of September

For information 654-5326 x 101

U. S. Immigration Policy: Past, Present & Future

s the audience viewed slides of the St ateekingtoo:
breathe freed juxtaposed against a s e cvelanglbegni c
ambivalent about i mmigration. o e oo ded_ i nt

County high school was shown on a the big screen in front of the Widen® ==
could not feel sympathy foahefiediglimmigrant brought to the US by her 5% ‘
was 11 and now between two worl
American Dreamé and the country f{. y
panel of law enforcement officers and an immigration lawyer and advoc
current US immigration | aw? Thes|

gration Policy: Past, Present, a | d

Mark Miller, University of Delaware Emma Smith Morris Professor of PbiRiedgfSeidehicBendonnsenatiiraiseor
_ Relations, kicked off the conference with 'S iegre. ICE and Drewdyirennell, ,
analysis o0Sketching the Age of | mmi
== Nis recent book. Matthew Hirsch, an attorney and adjunct professor of Immigr
= University School of Law discussed immigration history and recent law. Guille
director of Voices without Borders interviewed three individuals caddatiap in tl
: the student mentioned above; a Mexicangaarke ingL 1o
=~ _survive in the US without proper docume ). 2
: -~ ZEE American woman who unknowingly ma
Attendees begin to arrive & prepare for g BLARY- o children with him, and 1

husband pulled away by federal law enforcement officials.

The conference drew over 100 participants including community mem -
me mber s. Among the comment s, 0G - I
speakers! o OExcellent overview! @enj[),{p,sgna,{ad;egrggwédgebagﬁeq
issue that will be easily resolved since immigration views are based on ambivalence, competing pres-
sures, and a long and complex history.

Jeffirey Raffel, ACLU Delaware Board Member




