
 
 
 

  

 

   
 

April 10, 2025 

VIA EMAIL 

___________________ 

To the Senators of the 153rd General Assembly, 

The Delaware Voting Rights Coalition (“DVRC”) empowers communities, especially 

communities of color, people who speak English as a second language, people involved in the 

justice system, people with disabilities, and young people, to identify and remedy barriers to the 

ballot box. The undersigned members of DVRC understand that early, in-person voting has 

been widely embraced by Delawareans and makes elections more accessible, more 

representative, and more secure. Therefore, the undersigned members of DVRC urge you to 

support Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 2 (“SS 1 for SB 2”) and protect early, in-person 

voting by enshrining this voting method in our state constitution. 

Delawareans are in favor of early, in-person voting. Polling has found that 69% of 

Delawareans support extending the early voting period. Additionally, 40% of all votes cast 

in Delaware in the 2024 presidential election were cast through early, in-person voting.1 

Early, in-person votes were also more numerous than in-person, election day ballots for the 2024 

General Election in 2 senate district races2 and 11 representative district races.3  

Early, in-person voting makes elections more accessible. Being able to vote early allows 

voters with inflexible schedules or difficulty securing transportation a better chance to make it to 

the polls and have their voice heard. In fact, research has found that each day of early voting 

 
1 Delaware Department of Elections, 2024 General Election Report, 
https://elections.delaware.gov/results/html/index.shtml?electionId=GE2024  
2 These two senate districts were districts 6 and 21. 
3 These representative districts were districts 4, 14, 20, 31, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, and 41. 

https://elections.delaware.gov/results/html/index.shtml?electionId=GE2024


 
 
 

  

 

   
 

increases voter turnout by 0.22%.4 Additionally, early, in-person voting significantly reduces 

barriers to voting for people with disabilities. Delawareans have historically experienced barriers 

at polling places.5 By offering a choice of voting locations and days to vote, early, in-person 

voting allows persons with disabilities a greater opportunity to solicit assistance when going to 

vote and avoiding long lines that can otherwise prevent them from voting. It is no wonder that 

74% of voters with disabilities nationwide voted early, in-person or with a mail ballot in 

2020.6 

Without early, in person voting, Delaware elections will be less representative of the entire 

state. Research shows that racial and ethnic minorities and unaffiliated voters are 

disproportionately impacted by changes in early voting laws.7 In fact, when Florida reduced 

its early voting period from 14 to 8 days in 2011, researchers found that Hispanic voters who  

used early voting in 2008 were less likely to cast valid ballots of any type in 2012 as compared to 

Black and white users of early voting in 2008.8 

 
4 Ethan Kaplan and Haishan Yuan, Early Voting Laws, Voter Turnout, and Partisan Vote 
Composition: Evidence from Ohio, Am. J Econ: Applied Economics (2020) 
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20180192 
5 2022 Delaware General Election Accessibility Report, Community Legal Aid Society, Inc 
Disabilities Law Program (May 2023)  https://www.declasi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-
2023RS.pdf  
6 Lisa Schur & Douglas Kruse, Disability and Voting Accessibility in the 2020 Elections: Final 
Report on Survey Results Submitted to the Election Assistance Commission (Feb. 16, 2021) 
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/voters/Disability_and_voting_accessibility_in_the_2020_
elections_final_report_on_survey_results.pdf  
7 Ethan Kaplan and Haishan Yuan, Early Voting Laws, Voter Turnout, and Partisan Vote 
Composition: Evidence from Ohio, Am. J Econ: Applied Economics (2020) 
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20180192 
8 Daniel A. Smith, When Florida Rolled Back Early Voting, Minorities Were Especially 
Affected, Scholars Strategy Network (Mar. 3, 2014) https://scholars.org/contribution/when-
florida-rolled-back-early-voting  

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20180192
https://www.declasi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-2023RS.pdf
https://www.declasi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-2023RS.pdf
https://www.declasi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-2023RS.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/voters/Disability_and_voting_accessibility_in_the_2020_elections_final_report_on_survey_results.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/voters/Disability_and_voting_accessibility_in_the_2020_elections_final_report_on_survey_results.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20180192
https://scholars.org/contribution/when-florida-rolled-back-early-voting
https://scholars.org/contribution/when-florida-rolled-back-early-voting


 
 
 

  

 

   
 

Early, in-person voting enhances election integrity and security. An early voting period 

provides poll workers with experience prior to election day, allows for more time to correct 

technical glitches with voting machines and electronic systems, and allows for the forecasting 

of likely issues that may arise with voting on and before election day, including preventing 

catastrophic issues such as ballot shortages.9 This is not a merely theoretical matter for Delaware. 

Last year Delaware election officials were able to mitigate the effects of a glitch with automatic 

voter registration and voter eligibility that arose during the 2024 Primary Election because the 

issue appeared during the early voting period.10 If that glitch had not been discovered until 

election day, the impact would have been far more disastrous. 

The Delaware Supreme Court decision that left early, in-person voting intact also left the 

door open to future lawsuits against this voting option. DVRC maintains that the law creating 

early, in-person voting is constitutional; however, it is still essential to provide it the extra 

protection of enshrining it into the constitution. If Delaware were to lose early in-person 

voting, it would become one of only four states—alongside Alabama, Mississippi, and New 

Hampshire—to deny voters this option.  

We urge you to take action and vote in favor of SS 1 for SB 2 today.   

 

 
9 Diana Kasdan, Early Voting: What Works, Brennan Center for Justice (2013) (citing interviews 
with state election officials) https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/early-
voting-what-works; Ashley Lopez, Ballot shortages are rare in U.S. elections, but here’s why 
they sometimes happen, Delaware Public Media (Nov. 30, 2023) 
https://www.delawarepublic.org/npr-headlines/2023-11-30/ballot-shortages-are-rare-in-u-s-
elections-but-heres-why-they-sometimes-happen  
10 Laura Walter, Automatically registered voters may declare party affiliation at primary, Coastal 
Point (Sep. 9, 2024) https://www.coastalpoint.com/news/state/automatically-registered-voters-
may-declare-party-affiliation-at-primary/article_a9409774-6ed7-11ef-83f5-033021503e16.html  
 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/early-voting-what-works
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/early-voting-what-works
https://www.delawarepublic.org/npr-headlines/2023-11-30/ballot-shortages-are-rare-in-u-s-elections-but-heres-why-they-sometimes-happen
https://www.delawarepublic.org/npr-headlines/2023-11-30/ballot-shortages-are-rare-in-u-s-elections-but-heres-why-they-sometimes-happen
https://www.coastalpoint.com/news/state/automatically-registered-voters-may-declare-party-affiliation-at-primary/article_a9409774-6ed7-11ef-83f5-033021503e16.html
https://www.coastalpoint.com/news/state/automatically-registered-voters-may-declare-party-affiliation-at-primary/article_a9409774-6ed7-11ef-83f5-033021503e16.html


 
 
 

  

 

   
 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Bernstein 

Cozen Voting Rights Fellow, ACLU of Delaware 

 

Community Legal Aid Society 

Delaware NAACP State Conference of Branches 

Delaware State Association of Letter Carriers 

Delaware Working Families Party 

Disability Rights Delaware 

Friendship House of Delaware 

GenVote Sussex County 

Indivisible Highlands and Beyond 

Indivisible Southern Delaware 

Latino Initiative on Restorative Justice 

League of Women Voters of Delaware 

Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League 

Progressive Democrats of Sussex County 

Rank the Vote Delaware 

Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice 

Votamos We Vote Coalition 

Women’s March Sussex 

YWCA of Delaware 


