
 
 
 

  

 

   
 

April 10, 2025 

VIA EMAIL 

___________________ 

To the Senators of the 153rd General Assembly, 

The Delaware Voting Rights Coalition (“DVRC”) empowers communities, especially 

communities of color, people who speak English as a second language, people involved in the 

justice system, people with disabilities, and young people, to identify and remedy barriers to the 

ballot box. The undersigned members of DVRC understand that no-excuse absentee voting and 

permanent absentee voting are critical tools for bolstering election participation and 

ensuring elections are representative and accessible. Therefore, the undersigned members of 

DVRC urge you to support Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 3 (“SS 1 for SB 3”) to protect 

and expand the ability of Delawareans to vote absentee.   

Delawareans are in favor of no-excuse absentee voting. Polling has found that a majority of 

Delawareans think that all voters should be able to cast an absentee ballot without an 

excuse. In 2020, an emergency provision temporarily allowed no-excuse vote-by-mail, and 

Delaware voters proved that it is both practical and effective. During the 2022 and 2023 

statewide elections, one-in-four Delawareans cast their ballots using traditional absentee voting 

or early in-person voting.1 

Broad absentee voting options are correlated with increased voter turnout. A review of the 

2022 primary election found that states with no-excuse absentee voting had, on average, 7% 

higher turnout than the states that required an excuse to cast an absentee ballot.2 By removing 

unnecessary restrictions on absentee voting, working individuals, caregivers, and those with 

health concerns have a fair opportunity to vote without unnecessary hardship. 

No-excuse absentee voting and permanent absentee voting make Delaware elections more 

representative. First, these voting options are important for voters with disabilities. Historically, 

Delawareans have experienced barriers at polling places, and being able to cast a ballot without 

 
1 Delaware Department of Elections, Election Results Archive, 
https://elections.delaware.gov/elections/election_archive.shtml  
2 Vote at Home Policy and Research Guide, National Vote at Home Institute, (Feb. 21, 2024) 
https://voteathome.org/portfolio/vote-at-home-policy-and-research-guide-2023/  

https://elections.delaware.gov/elections/election_archive.shtml
https://voteathome.org/portfolio/vote-at-home-policy-and-research-guide-2023/


 
 
 

  

 

   
 

facing these polling place barriers is critical for the 1 in 4 Delawareans with disabilities.3 The 

Elections Assistance Commission found that, in the 5 states that went from requiring an excuse 

to cast an absentee ballot to no-excuse absentee voting between 2018 and 2022, turnout among 

voters with disabilities increased by almost 7%.4 Additionally, these voting options are 

important for historically marginalized communities. Black and Hispanic Americans are more 

likely to report barriers with in-person voting, with one study finding that Black and Hispanic 

Americans reported being unable to get off work to vote at twice the rate of the white 

population.5 Similar issues with in-person voting options such as not finding the correct polling 

place and being harassed or bothered while trying to vote disproportionately impact Black and 

Hispanic Americans.6 Lastly, permanent absentee voting makes the voting process easier for 

voters serving in the military. Therefore, expanding and protecting absentee voting options 

is critical for participation among all populations, even in a state that has early, in-person 

voting. 

Delaware is currently an outlier by not having no-excuse absentee voting. Delaware is one 

of just 14 states that requires voters to provide a specific excuse to cast an absentee ballot.7 

In fact, 75% of the voting-eligible population lives in states that do not require an excuse to vote 

 
3 2022 Delaware General Election Accessibility Report, Community Legal Aid Society, Inc 
Disabilities Law Program (May 2023)  https://www.declasi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-
2023RS.pdf; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Disability and Health U.S. State 
Profile Data for Delaware, (Apr. 3, 2025) https://www.cdc.gov/dhds/impacts/index.html  
4 Lisa Schur, Douglas Kruse, and Mason Ameri, Disability and Voter Turnout in the 2022 
Elections, U.S. Election Assistance Commission (2023), 
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-
07/EAC_2023_Rutgers_Report_Supplement_FINAL.pdf 
5 Alex Vandermaas-Peeler et. al., American Democracy in Crisis: The Challenges of Voter 
Knowledge, Participation, and Polarization (July, 17, 2018) 
https://www.prri.org/research/American-democracy-in-crisis-voters-midterms-trump-election-
2018/  
6 Id. 
7 The 13 other states in the minority are: Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and West 
Virginia. National Conference of State Legislatures, Excuses to Vote Absentee (Oct. 7, 2024) 
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/table-2-excuses-to-vote-absentee  

https://www.declasi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-2023RS.pdf
https://www.declasi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-2023RS.pdf
https://www.declasi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-Delaware-General-Election-Accessibility-Report-05-04-2023RS.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/dhds/impacts/index.html
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/EAC_2023_Rutgers_Report_Supplement_FINAL.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/EAC_2023_Rutgers_Report_Supplement_FINAL.pdf
https://www.prri.org/research/American-democracy-in-crisis-voters-midterms-trump-election-2018/
https://www.prri.org/research/American-democracy-in-crisis-voters-midterms-trump-election-2018/
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/table-2-excuses-to-vote-absentee


 
 
 

  

 

   
 

absentee.8 It is past time for Delaware to join the majority and allow voters to cast absentee 

ballots without an excuse. 

We urge you to take action and vote in favor of SS 1 for SB 3 today.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
8 Movement Advancement Project, Absentee and Mail Voting Policies (April 4, 2025) 
https://www.mapresearch.org/democracy-maps/absentee_and_mail_voting_policies  

https://www.mapresearch.org/democracy-maps/absentee_and_mail_voting_policies


 
 
 

  

 

   
 

Andrew Bernstein 

Cozen Voting Rights Fellow, ACLU of Delaware 

 

Community Legal Aid Society 

Delaware NAACP State Conference of Branches 

Delaware State Association of Letter Carriers 

Delaware Working Families Party 

Disability Rights Delaware 

Friendship House of Delaware 

GenVote Sussex County 

Indivisible Highlands and Beyond 

Indivisible Southern Delaware 

Latino Initiative on Restorative Justice 

League of Women Voters of Delaware 

Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League 

Progressive Democrats of Sussex County 

Rank the Vote Delaware 

Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice 

Votamos We Vote Coalition 

Women’s March Sussex 

YWCA of Delaware 


