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Sent June 11, 2025 (via email):

Dear Honorable Members of the General Assembly,

As leaders and representatives of faith communities across the state of Delaware, we
are writing to express our strong support for Senate Bill #7 (SB 7) and Senate Bill #8
(SB 8) sponsored by Senator Marie Pinkney. We urge you to vote YES on this critical
legislation for probation reform in our state.

Delaware’s current and deeply flawed probation system focuses primarily on surveillance
and punishment rather than providing pathways to redemption and facilitating successful
reintegration into society. This approach creates a revolving door between probation and
prison, disproportionately impacting Black Delawareans and perpetuating racial injustice.
[t is troubling to note that while Black Delawareans constitute only 23% of the general
population, nearly half (48%) of those on probation in Delaware are Black.

Imposing the same probation conditions on all individuals, irrespective of their specific
needs and resources, has created unnecessary barriers to successful completion of
probation. Assigning the same standard conditions to each person doesn’t make Delaware
safer and makes it needlessly difficult to successfully complete probation. Combined SB 7
and SB 8 offer a comprehensive solution to address these systemic issues.

SB 7 mandates the tailoring of special probation conditions to consider the specific risks,
circumstances, and resources of everyone. SB 7 also encourages compliance with probation
conditions by increasing access to earned compliance credits (or “good time” credits) and
eliminates requirements for a probation officer’s approval for a person on probation to get
married.

SB 8 codifies the standard probation conditions no longer requiring all people to submit to
invasive substance use testing or curfew requirements, unless it is an identified need.

As people of faith, we believe in the inherent worth and dignity of every individual and the
possibility of redemption and transformation. We affirm the importance of compassion,
fairness, and justice in our laws and policies. Combined, SB 7 and SB 8 embody these
values by evaluating the needs of each person individually, and tailoring probation
conditions to meet those needs.
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In conclusion, we urge you to stand on the side of justice and compassion by voting yes on
SB 7 and SB 8. As humans, we are all flawed and in need of grace and the opportunity for a
second chance. Let us work together to create a probation system that promotes healing,
rehabilitation, and the well-being of all Delawareans.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Bishop W. James Thomas, I, D.Min., President of The Interdenominational Ministerial
Alliance of Dover & Vicinity Inc.

Senior Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church of Dover, DE

Bishop Carol E. Boggerty, TH.D. Chair of IMA Social Action Committee
Senior Pastor, The WELL Church of Delaware

Rev. Rita Paige, New Beginnings Community AME Church
Dover District Ministerium AMEC

Reverend G. D. Hodge Ph.D. Pastor, People’s Church of Dover

Elder Ellis B Louden, Presiding Elder over Dover District AME Church
Rabbi Ilyse Kramer

Rabbi Sonya Starr

Rabbi Yair Robinson, Congregation Beth Emeth, Wilmington, Delaware
Rev. Patrick Burke, Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew & Matthew

Rev. Dr. ]. Stanley Justice. Presiding Elder of the Wilmington District of the Delaware
Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

Rev. Tom Pasmore, District Superintendent of The Delaware District at Penisula
Delaware Annual Conference.

Rabbi Julie H. Danan, Rehoboth Beach, Delaware



