CONNECTION

A Letter from ACLU-DE Board President:
we can do best for the
country as a whole.”
Mrs. Roosevelt’s words
were true for America
when she spoke them
in 1940, and they’re
true today in 2019:
for our country, for
our state, and for the
ACLU of Delaware too.

ARTICLE BY: KATHRYN JAKABCIN
ACLU-DE BOARD PRESIDENT

H

ere at the ACLU
of Delaware, the
stars have aligned to
create some challenges,
but more importantly:
some exciting
opportunities for our
organization.
As the President of the
Board of Directors, I
wanted to take this
opportunity to reach out
and give you an update
on what’s happening
with our team at ACLUDE. To quote First Lady
Eleanor Roosevelt, “We
cannot tell from day to
day what may come.
This is no ordinary time.
No time for weighing
anything except what

The organization is
in a good place to
stretch our muscles—
and stretch we must.
Earlier this year,
our former Executive
Director retired to the
sunshine state, and
we placed the duties
of that position in the
capable hands of Dave
Bever during this
transition period. We
are currently in the
process of searching
for a new Executive
Director and plan to
fill the position early in
the new year.
Our Interim Director
and Director of
Development Dave

Bever has seen us
through this transition
period with integrity,
guidance, and
patience—but it is
time for him to take
a new path, too. Dave
has accepted a position
as Executive Director
of our community
ally, the DE Center
for Justice. This
move is a perfect fit
for his background
in development and
social services and
his passion for social
justice. We will be sad
to see Dave go, but
because of his diligent
work this year, we
are in a good position
until we hire our new
Executive Director;
and we wish him so
much success and
happiness in this new
appointment.
Last month we bade
farewell to our former
Legal Director Ryan
Tack-Hooper. He and
his family moved to
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The staff of
the ACLU of
Delaware is
among the
best and most
cohesive groups
I have ever
witnessed.”

Seattle because his
wife (also an ACLU
attorney) accepted
a position with the
ACLU of Washington
state. We are thrilled
for the opportunities
this move presents
for Ryan and his
family, both personal
and professional. We
are also excited to
announce that Karen
Lantz, former Policy
Counsel, has agreed
to take on the position
of Legal and Policy
Director at ACLUDE. The search for a
new Staff Attorney is
underway.
The staff of the ACLU
of Delaware is among
the best and most
cohesive groups of
colleagues I have ever
witnessed. They do a
spectacular job, and the
CONT. ON PAGE 2
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Thank You for Your Support of the
2019 Kandler Awards Celebration!
Thank you to everyone who joined us this year to honor Charlotte King of the
Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice & Brendan O’Neill of the Delaware
Office of Defense Services at the 2019 Kandler Awards Celebration!

Remembering
Sonia Sloan
CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE BY: JUDY MELLEN
FORMER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ACLU OF DELAWARE

T

here is a hole in the
world….a hole that exists
because Sonny Sloan is gone.
Sonny died on October 19.
She had lived for 91 years, but
no one who knew Sonny would
use the word “old” to describe
her vibrant spirit.

To view all the photos and videos from the event,
visit www.aclu-de.org/en/events/2019-kandler-awards-celebration.
We had so much fun this year that we’re already looking forward to next year’s party! In the
meantime, we’d like to give another big thank-you to our sponsors of this year’s event:

Protector of freedom
Ross Aronstam & Moritz

Partner in Justice
Incyte | WSFS Bank

Video and Photography
Elizabeth “Betsy” McGeever

Advocate

Jack Guerin | Lawrence & Marion Hamermesh
Highmark Delaware | David & Sally McBride | Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell
Joan & Joe Rosenthal | Julie Sandler
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Sandler | Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Champion

David & Gwen Brown | Kate Cowperthwait
DE NORML | Kathleen Epler
Thomas & Marie Foley | Jeff & Linnea Goddess | Marcia Halperin & Norman Monhait
Kathryn M. Jakabcin & Kate Ransom
Joan Kandler | Judy & David Mellen | Grace & Blair Messner
Jeffrey Raffel | Professor Leland & Dr. Melva Ware

4

For those of you who did not
have the good fortune to know
her, I’d like to offer a little
background on Sonia Sloan.
One of the countless things
that Sonny did during her
lifetime was to help found
the Delaware affiliate of
the ACLU, where she was
instrumental in hiring me
as the first paid full-time
executive director. For a
more thorough list of her
impressive accomplishments,
I refer you to her front page
obituary in the News Journal,
which can also be found on
DelawareOnline.com.
Sonny was a force to be
reckoned with: she knew
everyone who was anyone
in Delaware and could pick
up a phone and get them
to assist in whatever we
needed: funding, names for an
honorary committee, help for
a project or initiative, the list
goes on. All this characterized
her profound commitment to
the ACLU, a commitment that
ran deep into who she was as
a person and citizen.

This small woman (in size
only) has been described as
a juggernaut and her energy
found its outlet in ideas
for projects and directions,
gratefully accepted by this
fledgling director when I was
starting out at ACLU-DE.
Moreover, she never walked
away; she was always offering
help. She would say “Who can
I call,” and since she knew
absolutely everyone, it was
never an empty offer.
I was just one of many who
benefited from Sonny’s
knowledge, commitment,
and love. I can’t believe she
is gone, but while we grieve
the loss of this incredible
woman we must also honor
her by continuing to fight for
all the things that she would
have wanted us to: making
Delaware a better place for
everyone, every day.
5
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