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Delawareans for Educational Opportunity and NAACP Reach
Agreement with the State in Education Equity Lawsuit

WILMINGTON—Delawareans for Educational Opportunity and the NAACP of Delaware
announced today that they have reached a settlement with Governor John Carney in their
education equity lawsuit. DEO and the NAACP were represented by the national law firm
Arnold & Porter, the American Civil Liberties Union of Delaware and the Community Legal
Aid Society.

Dr. Freeman Williams, on behalf of the Delaware State Conference of Branches of the
NAACP, said of the settlement: “We are happy that an agreement has occurred between the
state of Delaware, the NAACP and Delawareans for Educational Opportunity. This
agreement has the potential to provide greater instructional program equity and equal
education opportunities for disadvantaged students within Delaware's public school
system.”

The lawsuit, filed in 2018, claimed that the state had for many years been aware of
substantial deficiencies in the educational resources provided to low income students,
students with disabilities, and students who are English learners, with those groups
performing lowest in state testing data and other metrics such as high school graduation.
Despite reports from Delaware’s own state-commissioned task forces about this issue over
the last 20 years, no significant changes were made and disparities grew. The lawsuit
sought to have those students provided with the systematic educational resources required
by the Delaware Constitution.

“In any negotiated settlement neither side gets everything they want. While we were not
able to get everything we wanted in this settlement, it does provide support for children
that is desperately needed in Delaware’s education system. In that regard, the settlement
and the relief it provides is reasonable and appropriate during the current crisis created by
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FRP P LV HQW DQG WXRXLDORKDQJ W/ VRWHZ D\ VKDW  HIDZ DLHVHY M GMDGY VDI HE-

IXGHOW 6RP HR VIKHWA VWP LF AKDQJ FY QWG LQ VIKH DI BHP HOWDUH -

o) P LADRQLQ 2 SSRUXQW ) XQGQJ Z KLFK Z DV LOWMAWMG RQ D WP SRIDU EDV\VA
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O % WH VAKRRO\ HDU VIKH ( DUD & KLAEKRRG $ WIWBQRH3 LRI P Z KLFK~
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FKLEBUHQ LOWWDG R FRQAQXLQ VKH FRXUAEDMBILVY M Z HBRP H $ GAMRQDOHEXFDWRD)-
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-
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