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American Civil Libertiés Union
of Delaware, which represented:
the girl and her mother, Wanda -

Stanley. “They need to maintain
order.

“But it's extreme policies that .
don’t allow for common-sense ap-
.’ MacRae

plication of the rules ..
said. “That’s when we have prob-
- lems.”

After the case mvolvmg the
kindergartner, which drew na-
tional attention, the district gath-

- ered parents, educators and com-
munity members for suggestions
on how to modify its discipline
policies.

District officials declined to
commerit on the box cutter case,
but said changes to its discipline
policy were made prior to the set-
tlement, including: . -

» It would consider mltxgatmg
circumstances before imposing
punishment, including the risk of
harm, intention, age andjgrade of
the student.

» Increase the amount of tlme

before a district-level expulsion

hearing is held from two to .10 .

school days to allow for better
due process,

» Provide more training for

‘school authorltzes to adv1se stu-_-'
. denits they do not have to answer-_-_-ij.
-questions- or provide a: wriften -~
statement during the mvestlga-_ 2
tion of an aIleged d1sc1p1mary v1o-' '

lation.

“We are Very pleased that'

Christina officials and board

:members agreed to make a num-.
ber of important changes to their
disciplinary policies that will im- .

prove due process for students

and help make punishmerit im- o
posed by the school more appro-
priate to the infraction,” MacRae -
said, “Zero tolerance results in-
too many . students being ex-

pelled, and even turned over to

the police, for immature behavior -

that would have earned a few

days of detention a generation .

ago.”
In the latest case, a box cutter

was found in the coat pocket of
the then-Pulaski: Elementary
“-School fifth-grader; The gxrl was -

expelled in March 2009 L
The coat was brand new, and
the girl's mother, Stanley, argued

the box cutter had been acciden-

tally left in the pocket by some-

-one at the store where it was pur-

chased. A letter from the
manager of the Foreman Mills

store stated the hox cutters were *
! L

‘home and attending’ alternanve_
and charter ‘schools before en
" ing up:in the Red. Clay: Cons

- expelled and thus she does ot
~have an expulsion: following: het
0N her scheo records " Morse':

sm'ular to_ones they used at the'
store; said Richard Morse; the
ACLU ‘attorney: who represented:
the girl and'mother: 70

- School officials said these clr-
cumstances were irrelévant due
to their zero-tolerance policies,
even though they previously. -

'made exceptions for other 'stu-~ - fhe
‘dents, The’ district and: state! .

boards of education each: ruled £
the expulsion was justified. . .
The girl, riow 13, went through:

aseries of transitions. after her
expulsion, including’ staymg:_

dated School: Dlstr"
Morse sald :

began an mvestlgatlon }a ¥
on, whether black male udernts
are punished: dlsproportmn tel
“in‘the Chr;stlna Scheol D1strlc '
“one of five di

- S0 ifs Iegally as if she was ot__i

“undet serutiny
~pline records

said, S

The-ea's'e‘ : efore the state ““forall'stu
Human Reiatmns Commission, . .
which investigates and medzates- ;
aCcusatlons of dxscrlmmatmn




